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FAQ’s: “My child is going to college, what 

about their IEP or 504?” 
The transition to college can be daunting for any student and their loved ones. Less structure, less 

oversight, and higher expectations often come as a shock to a system that has been created for the last 12+ 

years. For students with disabilities, this can mean even greater impacts as their resources and supports 

may be very different from what they have used in the past. Let’s answer some questions: 

Does my student’s IEP or 504 plan automatically carry over?  
Unfortunately, no. Some of the accommodations students had in high school might not “translate” to 

higher education institutions. We also may offer options students have not had in the past. So, each 

institution will have its own process for students to request accommodations and a process to review 

those requests.  

Your student may, however, receive a re-evaluation through the IEP process that can be helpful in 

securing accommodations at college (please note: the IEP annual report alone often does not have 

sufficient details). It is important to have the school district provide that evaluation as once your student 

graduates, getting evaluated is at personal cost. 

What is the request process?  
The good news is that most colleges and universities have very similar processes. For Widener 

University, that process includes:  

1. Student submits a request form 

2. Student submits documentation from a treatment provider or evaluation provider 

3. Student meets with someone from Student Accessibility Services to review the request 

What happens once the student is approved?  
One of the biggest differences between high school and college accommodations is that professors are not 

made immediately aware of accommodations by the Accessibility Office. At Widener, students receive a 

“Letter of Accommodation” that, without disclosing rationale or diagnosis, tells the professor exactly 

what modifications need to occur. The student can give that letter to any professor they wish but also can 

decide not to give it to professors if they do not want to use their accommodations in that class.  

What accommodations exist?  
Many! The most common accommodations are more time to take tests and the ability to test in our testing 

center to minimize distractions. We sometimes use assistive technology or other tools to help students 

through their academics as well. Accommodations are approved based on the student’s specific diagnosis 

and impacts so they vary greatly from student to student. Feel free to schedule a time with our office to 

discuss your situation and what accommodations may make sense for your request! 

What accommodations don’t exist?  
As I mentioned previously, some parts of the IEP may not translate into higher education 

accommodations. This is because we operate under very different laws.  

Request%20for%20Academic%20Accommodations
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/sites.widener.edu/dist/d/53/files/2019/07/Supporting-Documentation-FAQ.pdf


  Student  

  Accessibility 

   Services 

Often, if a request is not approved it is because it would either compromise academic rigor or we cannot 

identify something at Widener that is inaccessible. Examples of this may include fewer exams or hygiene 

support aides. Having less exams may compromise the learning a student must be responsible for. 

Hygiene supports are considered personal services, and since no student receives life skills support, there 

is not an identified service or tool that is inaccessible.  

What is the difference in the law?  
In higher education, we operate under the American’s with Disabilities Act which requires equal access. 

Our goal is to make sure that something accessible to a non-disabled person is equally accessible to a 

person with a disability. However, that also means maintaining fundamental standards that may be 

difficult for any student, disabled or not. In summary, we want to ensure that students have the 

opportunity to learn the same skills and learning objectives regardless of disability.  

 In the K-12 system, they operate under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that 

requires a free and appropriate education. The goal is to get the student through academics successfully. 

That means the school can adapt academic objectives to any degree that allows that student to succeed, up 

to and including segregated programming and alternate standards of completion.  

What academic support services are offered for my student?  
The great news is some of the services your student may be used to in high school are offered to Widener 

undergraduates without accommodation.  

• Does your student have access to a counselor? All of our students have access to counseling 

service at our Counseling and Psychological Services Office.  

• Does your student have a study hall or academic support class for things like time management? 

All of our undergraduate students can sign up for weekly academic coaching with an 

administrator on our team.  

• Does your student have access to 1:1 academic support with the teacher or a tutor? Our small 

class sizes mean that students have more access to their professors, who have open office hours to 

provide support to all students. We also have additional tutoring available for many 

undergraduate courses as well.  

All of these services are available but optional for students. Which brings me to the final question.  

How can you guarantee my student will be successful?  
We cannot make guarantees, but we will always try to support. Either my office or the Office of Student 

Success will reach out to students who are struggling academically throughout the semester. We try to 

make it clear what supports are available and to be as accessible and approachable as possible.  

But while every service, tool, and opportunity I have mentioned here is enthusiastically encouraged and 

widely available, they are not mandatory. If the student decides not to use their accommodations, not to 

attend academic coaching, or not to respond to outreach, they can make that choice.  

Many students are very successful without engaging in any of these supports. Many students start solo 

and realize they need supports when they hit a challenge. Many students engage with supports from their 

first day. However, yes, some students are not successful even with these supports. I often tell students 

they are the captain of their own ship, and supports are just wind to help move them forward. 

 

https://sites.widener.edu/caps/
https://sites.widener.edu/success/academic-coaching/
https://sites.widener.edu/success/academic-coaching/
https://sites.widener.edu/success/tutoring-services/

